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to the clergy of the Church of England as individuals. For most
of them rejected the idea of toleration, and a large minority (in
London certainly a great majority) hated the idea of freedom for
Catholics as strongly as they hated Catholicism itself: the two
ideas were identical in their minds.
Compton's Plot (May 10-18).   The political opportunity
which this blunder afforded was immediately seized, and used
with great skill.   Bancroft, the Primate, secretly summoned the
suspended Compton, Bishop of London (the soul of the affair),
Turner of Ely, and White of Peterborough.   They drew up a
resolution against obeying the order.   Not a word of this was
allowed to reach the King.   Seven others were called in whom
Cornpton personally  could  count  on:   only four came—St
Asaph, Bath and Wells, Chichester, and Bristol.   A memorial
was drawn up in the name of the Primate Bancroft asking for
the clergy to be excused on the political (and false) ground that
the dispensing power was illegal.   They signed this document,
which was duly presented to the King on Friday night, May 18,
as an ultimatum—the calculation being that it would then be
too late for discussion as the order was for the following Sunday
morning, and that James would have to refuse point-blank or
else capitulate.   In point of fact, late as was the hour, the King
tried to negotiate.   He bade Compton Js seven bishops return
the next day, when he should have considered his answer.   But
the scheme devised against him was cleverer than he knew. The
Bishop's memorial had long been set up in type and printed
without the King's knowledge.   By way of forcing his hand the
confidential document on which he was deliberating was, to his
amazement and disgust, published broadcast throughout London
on the Saturday.  Therefore, on that day which he had probably
designed for a reconciliation, he was silent.   The Declaration of
Indulgence was read in only a few London churches on the
Sunday morning.
The Seven Bishops are committed. The Council were
divided as to what they should do. Sunderland and even Petre
thought it wiser to accept the rebuff rather than provoke a
conflict. Other bishops meanwhile signed Compton's memorial.
The original seven signatories were summoned to appear before
the Council on Friday, June 8, and on the 7th it was agreed by
Bancroft that, to avoid embittering the quarrel, they should not
ask for imprisonment awaiting trial, but should give their

